
 

   

 

Saturday, 2 May 2026 

 

Dear soon to be Year 7,  

 

Hello there, we’re the Year 11 Senior Student Leaders from the class of 2026, so you’ve just missed 

us leave. Before we fully move on to our bright academic futures, we thought we should bestow 

some elder wisdom onto you. Advice about how to make the most of the five wonderful years you 

have ahead of you at Sir Thomas Boughey Academy.  

 

My name is Taran, and I can remember my first day at Boughey vividly. I was the only person from 

my primary school who’d picked to come here, so it meant that on day one as I quietly walked up 

to the school gates I was absolutely alone, or so I thought, because during the summer holidays I’d 

built high school up in my mind as this grand imposing building where I’d have to fight tooth and 

nail to make any friends. But the minute I stepped inside my preconceived fears shattered. It wasn’t 

super scary at all. It was just like primary school - except the building was a bit bigger and there were 

a few more people than I was used to. All I had to do to make friends was simple, just say something, 

I know it sounds patronising and silly but it’s true. How can you know someone isn’t your friend if 

you’ve never spoken to them? And a lot of people will be really nice and talk back, and after a while 

you get a sense of if you like them or not. Some people you can tell after a few sentences that you 

won’t be close friends, and that’s fine too. If you talk first and judge later than eventually you’ll have 

some friends if you aren’t coming with anybody that you know. That’s all you need in life: be nice 

and most people will be nice back! 

  

My name is Ellie, and I know that starting high school can feel a bit nerve-racking, you will soon 

discover that this is an exciting step with lots to look forward to. Sir Thomas Boughey Academy is 

friendly and welcoming, with supportive teachers willing to help you at any obstacle, older students 

also help you to settle in. There are many opportunities outside of the classroom, including sport 

events, extra-curricular clubs and trips like Alton towers, and Pledge week at the end of each school 

year. By attending Sir Thomas Boughey Academy, you will be introduced to a community where you 

can quickly build new friendships and although your lessons may feel a little different at first you 

will adapt very quickly. We hope you enjoy your time at Sir Thomas Boughey Academy and make 

lots of amazing memories. 

 

I’m Will and on my first day of high school, I remember I was terrified. I was really hoping not to go, 

since it was a new building, new students, and new teachers. When my mum drove me to school, 

my nerve increased. However, as soon as I walked into the school, I was greeted with kindness and 



 

   

 

support from both the staff and students, who I had never met before, as if I had known them for 

years. This has continued from my first steps in the school from year 7 until now, days before my 

final exams. The support I have been given has led to gaining new friends I thought I would never 

meet, and joining clubs I thought I would never join, like table tennis and games club. So, although 

you students in year 6 may fear joining year 7, remember it’s still just a school, and although the 

people around you will be different, you will still have friends around you and other people who will 

support you no matter what. This is a new beginning and remember it is only another chapter of 

your life where you will create memories you will keep for a lifetime. 

 

Finally, I’m Issy and we all know it can be worrying to leave the primary school that you have spent 

years at but trust that our school, soon to be your school, will grow on you just like it has for each 

and every year group before you and I. I hope I can assure you that it’s normal to feel a bit nervous 

about moving on to the next stage of your life, but we hope this assures you that you'll be okay and 

happy here during the few years that lie ahead, and they will go faster than you might think so just 

be patient, brave and work hard at everything you do and all will be okay. 

 

The very best wishes for the magical five years at our school that are in store for you. 

 

Class of 2026 Year 11 Senior Student Leaders 

 

 


