
COTW: Electrician

Entry requirements
Typical entry requirements for becoming an 
electrician include good GCSEs (usually grades 
4–9 in Maths, English, and Science) and securing 
an apprenticeship or college course in electrical 
installation. You must meet industry health and 
safety standards, be willing to learn practical 
skills, and complete recognised qualifications 
such as an NVQ Level 3 to become fully 
qualified.

Skills required
An electrician needs strong practical skills and a 
solid understanding of electrical systems, wiring 
regulations, and safety procedures. Key abilities 
include problem-solving, fault finding, and reading 
technical diagrams. Good hand–eye coordination, 
manual dexterity, and careful attention to detail 
are essential for working with tools and electrical 
components. Electricians must communicate 
clearly with clients and colleagues and manage 
their time effectively on different jobs. Physical 
fitness helps with lifting, climbing, and working in 
confined spaces. A commitment to safety, 
adherence to industry standards, and willingness 
to learn new technologies—such as renewable 
energy systems—are also important for success in 
the trade.

What you will do
An electrician installs, maintains, and repairs electrical 
systems in homes, businesses, and industrial settings. 
Their work includes fitting wiring, sockets, lighting, and 
circuit breakers, as well as upgrading older systems to meet 
safety standards. Electricians test and diagnose faults, 
ensuring electrical equipment operates safely and 
efficiently. They read technical plans, follow strict safety 
regulations, and use specialised tools to complete tasks 
accurately. Electricians may also install modern 
technologies such as smart home systems, security alarms, 
or renewable energy equipment. They work with clients to 
understand requirements, provide advice, and ensure every 
electrical installation is safe, reliable, and fit for purpose.

Average salary
£31,200
Working hours
You'll usually work a 
minimum of 35 - 40 hours a 
week.
This may include early 
starts, weekends and 
evenings
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