
COTW: Solicitor

Entry requirements
In the UK, for example, you'll need to 
pass two legal practice exams (SQE1 
and SQE2) and complete two years of 
qualifying work experience (SQE3 and 
SQE4). You can prepare for SQE1 and 2 
with an undergraduate degree in law, a 
non-law undergraduate degree 
followed by a law conversion course, or 
a solicitor apprenticeship.

Skills required
You'll need:
critical thinking skills, to help you evaluate legal 
information from a variety of sources
accountability – you might be responsible for 
cases which impact people's lives in a big way, so 
you'll need to stay on top of your deadlines and be 
honest if you make any mistakes.
Have the ability to read lots of information and 
write clearly and efficiently
Confidence to meet and talk to lots of new people
Inquisitiveness; you'll need to be curious about 
the law and how it works in different places, and 
stay up-to-date on legal developments

What you will do
Solicitors provide legal advice to their clients and are often 
their first point of contact. They're usually employed by a 
law firm or private organisation, and they rarely appear in 
court. A barrister, on the other hand, will represent their 
clients in court and provide specialist advice in a specific 
area of law. Most barristers are self-employed and work in 
chambers.
What you'll do as a solicitor will depend on your area of law 
(e.g. criminal, employment, or intellectual property law) and 
who your clients are. A solicitor who specialises in family 
law, providing legal advice on issues like divorce and 
probate, will have very different responsibilities to someone 
who drafts business contracts for a large, commercial law 
firm.

Average salary
£50,000 - £60,000
Working hours
You'll usually work a minimum of 37 
hours a week, but longer hours are 
common.
You'll work in an office but could 
travel to clients and meetings.
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