
COTW: Journalist

Entry requirements
Most journalism roles require strong 
English, research ability, and a Level 3 
qualification such as A-levels in English or 
media. Journalism degrees, 
apprenticeships, and trainee schemes are 
common routes.

Skills required
Journalists require advanced writing ability, 
strong interviewing techniques, critical 
thinking, and thorough fact-checking skills. 
They must understand media law and ethics, 
analyse complex information quickly, and 
adapt writing for print, digital, audio, and 
video platforms. Digital competencies such 
as multimedia editing, SEO, data journalism, 
and social media analytics are increasingly 
essential. Excellent communication, 
resilience under deadlines, curiosity, and the 
ability to build rapport with diverse people 
are also crucial.

What you will do
You will research stories, track breaking news, and 
conduct interviews in person, online, or over the 
phone. Journalists write articles, scripts, and 
multimedia content for websites, newspapers, radio, 
or TV. You will verify facts, analyse documents, attend 
events, press conferences, and court hearings, and 
present information clearly and responsibly. Many 
journalists also film short clips, edit audio or video, 
manage social media output, and collaborate with 
editors and producers to shape compelling stories.

Working hours
Typically 35–40 hours per 
week, with additional 
hours during breaking 
news or deadlines.

Click the link to 
watch videos
https://www.you
tube.com/shorts
/U8n4c6kn0ZY
How do 
journalists find 
news? - BBC My 
World
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