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Skills required

A successful nurse needs strong communication
skills to explain care clearly and listen to patients’
concerns. Compassion and empathy are essential
for supporting individuals during vulnerable
moments. Nurses must demonstrate excellent
attention to detail, ensuring medication accuracy
and safe clinical practice. Critical-thinking and
problem-solving skills help them make quick,
informed decisions in fast-changing situations.
Good teamwork is vital, as nurses collaborate with
doctors, specialists, and other healthcare staff.
Strong time-management and organisation allow
them to balance multiple patients and tasks
efficiently. Physical and emotional resilience is
important for coping with demanding shifts.
Finally, nurses must commit to professionalism
and ethical practice, maintaining patient dignity,
confidentiality, and high standards of care.

What you will do

As a nurse, you will provide compassionate care to patients
by assessing their needs, monitoring vital signs, and
delivering treatments or medication safely. You will support
individuals physically and emotionally, helping them
manage illness, injury, or recovery. Nurses work closely with
doctors and healthcare teams, sharing observations and
contributing to care plans. You will maintain accurate
records, respond to emergencies, and ensure a safe, clean
environment. Education is also part of the role, as you guide
patients and families on health, medication, and aftercare.
Throughout your work, you will uphold professionalism,
confidentiality, and high standards of patient care.

Entry requirements
To become a nurse in the UK, you must complete
an NMC-approved nursing degree, which

Click the link to
watch videos
How to become a
nurse | Health
Careers

Become a nurse |
Royal College of
Nurse | Royal
College of Nursing
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Average salary

typically requires GCSEs in English, maths and
science, plus two or three A-levels or equivalent
Level 3 qualifications such as BTECs, T-Levels or
an Access to HE Diploma. You must also meet
NMC standards of good health and character and

Newly qualified nurse:
£28,000 - £30,000
More experienced:
£42,000 - £50,000
Working hours

register after training

37.5 hours per week

Nurses work shifts which
will include nights and
weekends.
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