
COTW: Radiographer

Entry requirements
To become a radiographer, you need A-levels 
(or equivalent Level 3 qualifications) in 
science subjects such as biology or physics. 
An approved radiography degree or degree 
apprenticeship is required for both 
diagnostic and therapeutic radiography. You 
must also meet NHS values, pass health and 
background checks, and demonstrate 
accuracy, empathy, and technical interest.

Skills required
Radiographers need excellent attention to 
detail, strong communication and empathy 
when supporting anxious or vulnerable 
patients, and the ability to follow strict safety 
and radiation-protection procedures. 
Technical skills include operating imaging 
equipment such as X-ray, CT, MRI, 
fluoroscopy, and ultrasound machines, 
understanding anatomy and physiology, and 
interpreting diagnostic images. 
Problem-solving, teamwork within clinical 
environments, resilience under pressure, 
digital literacy, and maintaining patient 
confidentiality are essential.

What you will do
Radiographers use advanced imaging technology to 
help diagnose or treat medical conditions. Diagnostic 
radiographers perform X-rays, CT and MRI scans, 
fluoroscopy procedures, and ultrasound imaging. 
Therapeutic radiographers create treatment plans and 
deliver radiation therapy to cancer patients. 
Responsibilities include preparing and reassuring 
patients, performing accurate scans, maintaining 
equipment, analysing image quality, keeping clinical 
records, and working closely with radiologists, 
oncologists, nurses, and other health professionals. 
Many radiographers also assist in emergency imaging, 
theatre support, and specialised scanning areas.

Working hours
Around 37.5 hours per 
week, often on shifts. 
Early mornings, nights, 
weekends, and on-call 
duties are common in 
hospitals.

Click the link to 
watch videos
https://www.you
tube.com/watch
?v=psPlVR7BnM
U
https://www.you
tube.com/watch
?v=G9qKppg0W
Qg
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